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EDWARD H. ROBERTS, Dealer in Fancy [y Esprem. . o.ovcinnii Mo, 38 rx
. , NightFraight, . . oo vp 09 0 Wooys oy s 131 4o x
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Clnet

TYLER & COLLINS, Dealers in Dry Goods,
Grooe Umeliery, Hools and Shoes, Hata, Cups, ke, ke,
next door Soulh Aubtabuls House, Ashitabala, 0, 18

P,

vllb‘ anly,
sy Ex West will stop at Girard, Connesut, Ashtat-
bula and l'nfmﬂl'la only.

i Express, East, stops st Palogeville and Kings-

Night Exjress Enst, and Waal, stops st Falnaville, Ash.
abula, Conneaut and Glrard only.

J. HOBERTSUN —Dealer in Dry Goods, | ¢
Shvon i goouy ohlie hate o7 Ouods soualy. leakpd, or
ther cluse of v
l.::.?’lr.rl.{:,“. ey eu-ﬂ.. Conart. :.::J’hh dealing
ars the inducenwnls oliered for s share of public favor.
Maln strect, Ashtabula thin,

ROOI'& MOKRRISON —Dealers in Dry Goods,

Groocerien; Hoola and Hh Hats and € Nardware,
[ o Faln ke, I'ost niliding,
‘:;choLHmh, nlite, e, I'os "l'

GEORUE WILLARD,—Deuler in Dry Uuods,
Graceries, Hats, Caps, Boots and Shoew, Croektry, (Glas-
ware, manufctarer of roady-made C!nl'lnl-ﬁ Alwy, whole-
sale and retail dealer in Hardware, Saddiery, Nulls,Iron,Steel,
Druge and Medicines, Faluts, Gils, Dyestuffs, &e., Main
sirewt, Ashilabuis. 419

J. 4. WRIGH'T, Dealer in Millinery Goods,
Woorked Collars and Hieeven, and Fauey Goods. Next door
is the Post (hliee, 410

WELLS & FAULKNEIR, — Wholesale _and
Retall Desiers in Westarn Heswrve Huiter and Cheess,
Iheied Fruit and Fiour, Ashtabaula, Ohio. Irders respact-
fully saticited, and filed st the l.mtulwhrm!_t. 419

PRENTICE & SBMTTIH, General Groeers and
Danlern in Provislons, Produce, and wo forth, Maln atreet,
Ashtabula, (hin, 414

DBeutisiry,

8. R. BECKWITH, Burgical and Mechanical
_Dearlst. Coilavak, Otdo. L

WMaichos, Jewelry, ele.

0. A. ANMSDEN, Jeweler. Repairing of all
kinds of Walches, Clocks, aud Jewslry, SLop, npposite (he
Fisk House, Anhtubuia, O. ] {Ta e 414

A. W.BTEELE, Watch and Clock Maker, and
Dealer tn Jewselry, Silver, and PMated Ware, &c. Mochaoics'
Haw, Ashtnbuin,

-Outl; Potatoes.

BY J. G. BOLLAND.

Thoee are my beautiful Carters;
Every otie doomed to be martyrs

I'o the eocentric desire

Of Uhristian people to skiv them —

Brought to the trial of fire

For the good thut is in them!
Ivory tubers—divide one |

Ivory oli the wuy through!

Never a bollow iuside onej

Never a core, bluck or blue!

Ab, you should taste them when roasted!

(Chestnuts are not bull so good;)

And you would fud that 1've boasted

Less than 1 should,

They make the meul for Bunday noonj

And, if ever you cat one, et we beg
You to manvge it just as you do an egg.
Vuke u put of botter, a silver spoon,

Aud wrap your nuphio roud the shelly

Huve you seen w bomming-bird probe the bell

O u whitelipped moruing-glory 1
Well, thut's the rest of the story |

Ciothing.
(0., Wholesale and retail
Bn“]"-‘”“m:p :smhhll' Grroda, “:?'l

e
J. A. TALCUTT, Dealer in Ready-Made Cloth-

. and F Goods, of nll kinds, Oppo-
br g ok y-Siyyewee S ompabolly .
Agonis,
H, FASSETT. Aguvut for the Purchase, SBale, &

tlog of Jieal Retate, Instirn oe, Negotiating laans, Col-
Yection'or Debla. ba. sold for Commission nnly,

. A sale, direct or Indirect, ennati-
v P ooy Minin and Center atreets, Ashia-
feuta, (110, Also, Notary Public. 419

O. C. DIBBLE, Geueral Collector, and Loan,
sod feal Estate Agrnt, East Ashtabuls, Dhio.

ALKXANDER GARRETT, l:ld a&g'eul. ]:"c:
D e i ey By g :IE

Manafacinrers,

F

EOBGE €. HUBBARD, Msoufacturer ol
. gt feon Ware, s Dvaler {8 Esstern
Parlor, Rl Feo guiating, shae - ron stav pa,

Fomips, chain lesd jdje, shect Lmn, slivet load,
d.-nh A bewse, Ui (date joreciun ket
dalry hmm cultisatorn and st oth-
r kinds of farming utenalle. *les, sale Agent fir the sale
Hiewni1's Colebmied Alr Thght fumaeer Winter Cook-
ing “tove, Car tiea Usunty of Ashishels. Asbilabnile, (Hin 414

R TOWER & SON, Mechinists—builders of
AL and Portable ~toam nen.  Baw, and other
Mill Wark, and Jabbing snd Bepslring done to order, on

short notice, s0d 1o 8 wirkmoun-like naunes, sopth Main st

Aahitabule. dd

Q. C. CULLEY, Manufueturer of Lath, Sidi
Hoves, ke Vlanlag sand Matehing and

dene na the shortest notioe. Hbop Houlh side of e
Cunreh, Anblatula, (1o, 0

A. 5. ABBUTT, Lumber Dressor, und Manu-
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ver of and Dealer {n 8 Lath, Fence Siufl, Lo ke,
aod Clioular Sawing to 3 strpet,
panr Towars M alop: A e

J. B UROSBY,— Iron Feauder, b8 manu-

Msturer Desier in l’lnvn‘ Vidw Ml Cast-
ml&“‘aﬁw'iﬂh-d oundry Work lacnlg
.

W. W. SMITH,~Munufactarer of Sole, Up
nad Hatuses Losthar, and Pealer in Freneh Oalf,
& Bhine, Cullrdﬂ for Hides and Bkins 4
Muslenl.
RGE HALL, Deuler in Piano Fortes, and
Plano Steals, Covers, 1

netruction
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HAPMAN, Pealer in Mugieal Merchan-

Fine Btutlonesy, Tors, and ichew,
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LINUS BAVAGE. amm nab and Man-

u:_:':'ﬂu% N Tl Asktatuia G ""R:
Engincering & Land sdrdoying.

G, B. BOLBR — Practical Burveyor,

East uumm mq.o" w
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D. PHILLIPS, Boot and Shos Store, Pisk!
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THE MOUNTEBANK.
From Chambers’ Edinboro Journal
1. BETTING OCT.
The bell rings, the curtain rises, and dis-
covers the actors v our linle drams, A
widdle-aged, stoutly built man, who would

buve been good-lovking, but for the deeply
graven impressions of wuxiety and hunger
which his fuce exbibited; he was arruyed
iv un eutire suit of flesh colored tights,
miuch durned; round bis beud he wore a
lillet, that hud ouce been glowing lace; but
ull it lustre wus goue, long, loug ago, and
it louked like & piece of dirty tape; yellow
ochived canvus shoes, terribly frayed and
Jugged, sud u pair of faded crimson velvet

trunks, ou which o tarnished spungle, bang-
ing bere & there by a piece of yellow threud,

showed that they had ouce been elaborately
trimmed, completed his ature,
ty, pule-fuced little boys, dressed, or rath.
er nndressed, in precisely the same manver,
stood by, looking ou dejectedly, yet listen-
g Wit nterest 1o the conclusion of u dius
logue between their father and o hurd-fea-

Two pret-

ured, elderly woman, of whom the whole
fumily sevied to stand jo awe. These
furmed the group te whick I woold direet
your attention,

*The long an' the shiort on it is, you'll
have to torn ovut! 1 couid ba' let this
raom, timeg an' often, for three-an’ six, au'
here I only charge you lall-a-crown, sn’
that you wou't pay.

‘Wou't puy, Mrs, Niggs? replied the
poor futher,

* Well, lenstways, you dou't pay. To he
sure, your missis give me her bjt of best
Euwnd yesterday, as 8 kind of security lor
he rent; bot what's the good o' that 7 It's
fibwt bt an old werina.'

‘It was her wedding-gown,’ mildly ex-
postilated the mountebuuk, heaving o sad
sigh es be thought of the lmpp! sunny
morning when Best ‘the old merius’ adorn-
ed its guy owner—it was her wedding-
gown, and poor Agues wouldu't like to lose
i’

“I'hat may be; but "tain’t any use to me;
it 'ul ouly fit a balf-starved shrimp of @
woman like ber.'

‘l}nt. Mrs Niggs you've got my watch
200

‘A trampery, old fushioned thing, as big
W4 & warming pao! said Mg N
‘It was dear . grandfuther’s,’ sighed the

poor man. ;

' Tain't worth haifasuvring, [ koow,' re-
turued the Mrs 0 ‘en’ 1
want seven weeks' roms of you s very
duy. Now dou't jaw no more] talk’s o
use; it won't fill my pockets; .;

iv's
waat, Wiy don't 3ou go dat wigh. thom

it don't ruin to-day.’
‘Why, certainly, it doesn't raln to-day,

* | ma'sm,’ said the father, walking to the win-

dow, and rubbing & pane of glass with his
arm, to make & thoroughfare for his eye:
sight, ‘it doesn't rait, but it looks teeribly
dark, as if there'd be n downfall &f fome
sort—either raiv or snow, and—looking
apprehensively towards his thinly clad chil-
dren—"i's bitter, bitter cold.’

‘Cold !’ retorted Niggs; ‘cold do yotl say?
Well, Pm sure, 1don't find 1t cold! (She
had on a warm cloth dress, a large woolen
shawl handkerchief, and thick double-soled
boots.) “Indeed It nin't cold for the time
o' year, fine bracing weather, 1 ecall ft—
tonke the boys hardy to be ont iu it

‘But’ raid the father, ‘they haven't broke
their fost yet; and'—

‘It's only twelve o’clock,’ interrupted the

& | humane landlady, "an’ many the good Chris-
EMORY LUCE, Dealer in 8weet Pototo, and

t¥in s haso't had their brenkfust yer, let
nlene monutebanks an' the like meddicated
seum, which T look on ns hathings! What
matters whcther you takes your lads out
afore hrenkfusses or arter?  You shouldu's
indnlge their appetites overmnch.’

Here the futher glanced ut the attenna-
ted forms of his young ones, and replied
ouly by a monrnful shike of his head—the
children staring earnestly nt Mrs Niggs, ns
i wondering what her notiona of ‘indul-
gence’ might be. A sixpenny loal and a
Jng of water had been the only provision
within the walls of their wretehed garret
for the Inst fonr-und-twenty; the last morsel
of the bread had been demolished for sup-
per the night previous,

“There,” ndded Niggs, 08 a single dab
was heard ot the sireet door—'there’s the
gel with my shoulder and taters from 1he
baker's. 1 must be going, for I hate my
victonls epld. Now, you mind what I've
enid, Mr, Thingnmy—if you don't pay up
like & muy, afore Thuredny, out you go!
take themlittle creeters info the <treets, nu’
ree if they cnn't enrn o trifle, os I call i1y
either way, the money's a8 good,  Gromble
about the wenther, indeed!|

ot to have givea me even that, and that 1
mustn't trouble them ngain,

On mention of & shilling, Alfy quietly
filled the dufall tin Kettls, aud ot it ou the
now sparkling fire, slipped on his overeoat
and cap, and then nnrm:l to mother, who
of conrse understood him to means ‘I'mdf
rendy to go to the shop.! 8he popped the
¢oin into his hand, aml away lie trotted on
his joyful errand. During his short ab-
sence, what preparations Midgkios and Lu-
¢y made ! how thef bustled about: how
they set ont the old eracked cops and sav-
cers, the two battered lenden tea-spoons,
nnd the old broken epouted brown ten pot!
Father menntime recounted the partinlars
of Mrs. Niggs's virlt, which grieved his
wife, although it did not sorprise her.-—
Laden with a loaf, tea, rugar, and two red
herrings, Alfy retorned,and the whole fami-
ly—in spite of landladies and torn-onts,
ond the cold weather<enjoyed a hearty
meal; babkins (bahy, I mesn) tocking in
wonderful quantities of weak tea sud sopp-

ng bread. Poor fellow! the maternnl
nourishment must necds have been bat
scanty,

Brenkfast over, everybods looks more
lively; father thinks that ‘after nll the snow
moyn't come to-duy;’ mother fancies that
*the weather's milder than it was two hours
ago;' and the hoys bntton on their conts,

* Well, well, we must even try our luck,’
snys the monntebank: ‘we most see if we
ean't get a far as Eglinthorpe; there’s a
fuir held there to-morrow. It’s no nse try:
lug the town again; what with the strike
and the dearness of food, poor folks can't
give, and rich ones never stop to look at us,
Keep ap your spirits, Agnes; perhups we
may make a pitch at some village on the
road; und if we do I'll send you half of
whatever we get; <o look out for o letter,

8o saying, he strap a drum round his
waist, over 8 miserable ragged gray coat,
aud pinned a little square of worn carpet-
ing over Milgking shynlders; Agnes tied
her own cotton shawl round Alfy, kissed

Why, for the | her boys, said good-bye to them und futher,

time of yenr—Drnt that gul! she's left the | ut still seemed to linger ahout them; and

street door ajur, an' the dranght comes np
them stairg enough to cut a body in two—
u ngh'

Grumbling ond shivering, Mrs. Niggs

lumped heavily down stairs to scold [holkiuu?' Nother waiohhd fher cteseres

‘gul,’ und alterwurds, to solace herself with
a pint of bhot ale nud a good substantial
dinner, the stenm wnd sppetizing smell
whereof ascending to the monntebank’s
garret, bronght tears into his cyes, as he
turned away from his hungry children, pot
daring to meet their looks. So he paced
the room, ss people do when excited, or
impatient, or unhappy, or hungry, per-
haps: poor fellow, he wasall these at
once, First he walked to the dingy
window aforessid, guzed up at the Leavy
clouds, then down at the pavement, suying
mournfully to himself: ‘“There’s sure to be
# downfull, for the puvement’s quite damp,
and that's always n sign.” Then be went
to the almost emply grate, pnt on the last
remnining morsel of conl, fanned it with
his breadth iuto a tiny flame, then back a-
gain to the window, then agnin to the
window, then again to the cheerless fire-
place, fidgeting about and busying himsell
with such little matters as sweeping the
hearth, dusting the shoky mautlepiece
with & remnant of un old clown's eap; and
finnlly, setting a low, ricketty wooden chair
before the misernble attept at a fire, say-
ing, in as chearful tone as he conld muster:
* Mother'll be coming in soon, my lads and
then'—

‘And then, will thers be bretfus, daddy?’
asked the yeangest boy,

‘Yes, yes, Midgkins) at least I hope
there will.

Here the poor fellow took the boy on his
kuee, drew Alfy towards him also, and tried
to beguile the time umtil mother should
come, by hearing them repeat the little
songs and hymus which that mother loved
to tench them.

* Now, Midgkins, it’s yonr tarn,’ said the
father, after Ally had gone through his
little hoard of knowledge, and yet no wo-
ther, and no breakfast.

Accordingly, the child began to recite,and
prettily too, that infunt tavorite, T%he Busy
Bee; but when he eame to * with the sweet
food, &e,, his voice fuiled him, the tears
started into his eyes, and he wept loudly
and bitterly, with his pale, tiny face hidden
in his futher's bréast, At this moment, a
weary step was beard slowly ascending the
eracking stairs,

‘Mother, mother!’ shonted Alfy, who
sprang to open tite door. Little Midgkin’s
eyes Lrightened up his father set him gent-
ly down, and hastened 1o meet his wife and
release her from the burden of & baby some
ten months old, which she carried with
great difficuley, for the woman was slight
and pale, hali-starved, and half-clothed. —
The most cursory glance might serve to in-
form yon that she was indeed the mother
so anxiously wuited for; she was so like her
boys, The sume expression of patient en-

ber meek blue eyus
hnve seon two sfiérs, toddied o, clivg-
ing to her gown. The child’s uose was red,
her cheeks blue, vt her eves were filled
with water; it was etident, itdeed, from the
appesrance of both children, and of moth-
er 100, that the morming was iutensely eold,
Alfy met his sister; ook off her lilae cot-
ton bounet, which, lowg inuocent of starch,
flapped uueasily over her forehead. He next
divested her of an old, conrse, brown over-
cont, made originally by dothér for Midg-
king to wear over his feshings, but which
Lucy had on becwuse ey own green stuff
pelisse hud lust week bewn eowverted into
u disner,  Strangely enotigh, the fire seem-
od to burn brighter as sovh us mother en-
tered the room! Bhe sat down, and Midg-
king climbed on her lap; &lfy took posses-
sion of u low stool, seated Lucy on his
knees, nnd began challng her poor balf-
frazen hands and feet; while father untied
haby's cloak and hood-—put on certainly
maore for appearance sake than for warmtih,
four young mountebanks in succession buv-
ing worn them completly threadbare,

‘Ko nse your long walk, I kuow, Agnes,’
said fsther. o

‘Very little. The goardiuns

vé me n

shilling, and told me—uit , but as
S e e
_ w the!

durance was on lier long thin fuce aud in |
A girl, who might |

{when they were guite ready fora start, she

Inid baby on the bed, followed them down
stairs, Kissed them once more, thrust the re-
muing of the loaf into Alfy's pocket, and
whispered to him:  “Be kind to little Midg-

their progress down the street; and when
they were quite out of sight, she turued
|nway with a heavy heart to her infant
charge in the garret. Poor mother! why
wag her heart so heavy? Often and often
had she been separnted from her hnsband
oud the boys for three and four days at a
time, while they porsued their culling.—
Why, then, was bher heart so heavy?

II. THE MOOR,

On they went—the mountebank and his
boys—through dirty, poverty-stricken lanes
—aon, on, through dark, dejected looking
conrts and narrow alleys where father
thought it just possible they might raise a
few pence.  To front streets and bustling
thoroughfares, he was awore that none
would he tempted to stop und admire their
performance,  Indeed, had a few specta-
tors been, by soine wonderful chance, col-
lected in any such locality, the police would
vertainly have interfered with the customa-
ry gruff ‘move on there ' After thread-
ing innumerable intricate passages, and tor-
tnous hy-ways, with whieh the mountebank
secmed perfectly fmmiliur, our little party
emerged into a large open sqare—in former
times, used nw o hay-murket—which, being
surrounded by worfmen's cotinges, was o
place where, perhaps, an audience might
ngsemble; so futher beat the drum with all
bis might, Alfred startled the neighborhood
with the clash of eymbals, and little Midg-
kins shook and spread Lis(tiny square of car-
pet, Ly way of giving ‘note of preparation’
L passers by. The drum snd cymbal over-
ture continued for full ten wioutes before
any one eondescended to notice the efforts
of the perfurmers,

Three or four workaien, having just dined,
then sanutered to the doors of their respec-
tive dwellings, where they stood a while
leisurely smoking theiv pipes aud enjoying
the fresh air; a few children, too, attracted
by the noise, formed into a group to witness
the proceedings of the professionals; and
a yeung womun with an infunt in her arms
leaned out of the dpstairs window of one
of the adjacent cottages. Father enst his
practiced eyes around, counted Weads, aud
shrugged his shonlders. Hedrummed sway
for apother five minutes, and then took a
steond survey of his sudienee, but withodt
suy satisfactory result, if one might judge
fivm the roeful expression of hie couute-
nance; however, he moattered to himsell ;
‘We muost muke the best of it, I suppose;
it"s the ouly likely place for a piteh at this
end of the town.

Giving a sort of sideways nod to the boys,
they took the eue from him with grest alae-
rity, divested themselves of their couts, nnd
prepared to duzzle and delight all beholders
with the splendor of  their wardrobe, and
the combined grace and agility of their
movesents,  Unluckily, just us these pre-
parations were completed, ding dong, ding
donig, went the lurge bell of the nearest
fuctory, und, obedient to its summons, away
wilked the workoen, A moment after
was heard the tiukling of a school-bell,
whereapon, ‘with unwilling steps and slow,’
s if sofry o be thus deprived of the ex
pected sight, the adiiring schiolars moved
off. Father and boys, perceiviog thet wo
chaoce remuined of eaming even the small-
ed) pittunce, made ready for their depart-

ure. Just s thuy were walking sadly nway,
‘tlw yoong woman at the window c.u.{ed out;
‘Bude o bit 3 I've summat for the little luds
Presvutly, out she caute, brimging & jiig of
hot tew wod some thick slives of bread and
butter, suying, ‘you mun cat this, sud teke
this tew before you go amy foviler, pour
thinigs ! You'll do but Mudle vosdwy, for it's
begiuning Lo suow, and you can't act in the
wet dtreets.  God help you! There I-—
Stop a bit,' she excluimed, us Alfy gave her
the eniply jog—'stop u bit I' She ran up
stairs, and retarned with an old searler
muller aud & green cotton peck-tie, which
shie guve to the movntebank Lo round
the children's throats, He received them
with' nikoy expressions ol gratitude--su
moch kindness was something rather unu
sual, ‘I'se sure you're heardily welcome,'
L suid the ﬁhn@wm; ‘X wish I coald do
more for you; but wy muv's ooy of the

L prevented his discerning anything likely to

and to your pretty lads, wherever yon go. |
Ah | there's vo knowing what one's pwn
poor little 'nns diny come to in flis hard
world! Here she hogded Fot baby fondly
to her boton!; dnd dodding a kitid farewell
to the street-nrtislers, she disappeared —
Perchnnte, tothfortable reader, you wonder
how these children could fGd an appetite
to enjoy n seeond meal 8o soon after their
breakfust: bat, remember, the boys had
existed in o state of semi-starvation all
their lives; and in such cases the eraving
for food is incessant,

"It's uscless 10 go home without money.’
thought the poor mouutebank. ‘I conld
no more faco Mes, Niggs than 1 eould o ti-|
ger; so, we'll step on, best foot foremost; |
and if the weather doean't tarn out vory |
bad we can be at Eglinthorps Ly five
o'clock. Tom Wlitlock's snre to be there
with his tumbling-booth; he'll be glad of

us, and pny us well too, for the fair-day.— | spiration 1o roll down his care-worn conute- | glass of strong rum pouch for Joe,

Let's muke a start, boys ! come | cheerily,
bol" Thas monologuing, and leading Midg-

| Ho sat down with both the ehildren on

The mountebank made no reply to this; |
but he clasped the boy's hand eonvulsively, |
and #till endeatored to urge him forward,
In what direction they were going, he know
not; yet hoped for the best. At lengih, '
alter wandering about on the desolate, |
snow-clad waste for noarly two hours, with-
out meeting a living creatnre—the fary of
the storm ever increasing, and the cold, a3
the day wore on, becoming yet more intense, |
he yiolded to the faint cutristies of poer |
Ally, to ‘sit and rest jost o little while.'-— |
his |
kuees, Miudgking still slumberiog, but not!
peacefully, as happy childhood sleeps; his
teeth chuttered, e monned incessantly and
trembled from head to foot.  Alfy was |
pale, foot-sore, exhausted, Tn this teprible |
strait, what was the bewildered futher to
do? Shivering as he wos with cold, the !
agony of his mind eaused streams of per- |

pance. A short time sofMiced [op delibera- |
tion; he ardse, took off his cout, wrapped

Lop with hio all pight,
| Jou Oatler volunteered to watch

It somewlinb revived

he lils ty‘u,m o
at the anxious fuces T
couch ; the doctor took this oppe

to administer a second dose ; and  hay
Inid the stranger in as easy o postare as b
conld, began to make his : eniR
the night.  Tuking the patient’s danger
condirion inte cons ;Efeﬁh‘ '

s, Dawson
it was agreed opon, thal, at six fa th
morning, they should be relieved
other members of the party  Fain m‘u:ll
the good-uatared trio of card-players haye
remained all night ; but this !dci doctor
would by no means dlfow ; so, with many
kind wishes for the fnvafid's recoY.

ery, they took their drpmum"

tired to rest § and Mrs, Dawson
the doctor a still {umbler of kis
beverage (brandy and water, hot)

; alio
‘to help
him to wateh” Tt (idu’t,produce the de
sired effect though ; for Joe, tired out with

kina by the hand. he turned his back on |it ruusd bis boys, and placed them o o sit- 'a haed day’s work—he was ostler, boots,

the town, with little Alfy brioging up the
rear, At the ountset of the journey, the
youngsters were livoly enongh, and prattled
on, in childish fashion, abont *what they'd |
do when they were older; what paius they"d
tuke with their postaring and vaulting;
and how they'd gpet a situation in some
grand circus, where an immense amount of
slury would be theirs; and how joyfully
they'd give it all to their futher and muther,
who should never be rogged nor hungry
uny more, The mountebnnk smiled on them
compassionately ns he listencd; he remem-
bered that long years gone by, lie, too, had
thought and spoken in the same strain. —
Alas for humau hopes and resolves ! his
Rurenu had died in the parish workhouse !

Vot that he was unwilling to assist them
—but not that he lacked sffection towards
them—but few and far botween had beeu

tng posture against the drom, |

‘Now, Alfy,’ said he muking a painful
ceffort to speak chieerfally, ‘I must loave you
for o while, Yon know I can walk very
fast; and T'll try to find my waoy to the
village, ond get somo one Lo come and help
me o earry you and Midgking to the Trav-
elers' Hest.’

‘Buat, father' you musta't go without yone
coal ; soe what large flukes of snow are
coming down,’

‘Don't heed me, love,” replied futher ;
‘bat fry to stay awnke, aud keep close to
your little brother”

‘Yes, father, and I'H say my profors.—
Mother slways told we Lo pray to God to
take eare of os if we should be i tronble’

The idea of mother at that woment al-
most overcawe the mountebsnk ; but he
struggied manfully with bis feelings ; he

his opportanities of assisting them; for he
hd not been fortunate in a profession, |
which is, at best, but o precarious one.
Troe, lie had seen others, with n very lim-
ited nmount of tulent and industry, got
forward in the race of life—rise in the world,
and attain o high position in their calling;
but his career hud been an nusiceessful one;
and thongh it would have been the pride of
his affectionate heart to huve cherished the
declining years of his aged pareats, iL was
not to be; and, ns I said before, they died
in the worklouse.

‘Cheerily, ho, Alfy ! Give me yonr hand,
and I'll help you along. 8o the father led
both hoys;und when they had walked near-

embraced lovingly, again and again, Alfy
and the unconscious Midgkins, He eould
bardly persuade himself to go ; yet tostay

gardner, and walter, too, sometim !
tossing off the steaming potion, leﬂedu—,m
in liis chair, and foll F:;t asleep. M.
Dawson employed bersell in kuitling &
stocking, and sipping green tea ; the

tor, with his fect on the fender, was soon
deeply immersed in newspsper, politied ;
and the mourtebank dﬂﬂtﬁ%’eréd uneasily.
This was the state of affairs in the little
bar-parlor until three o'clock, when sutdden-
Iy the patient started wp; feizod & chale

which stood near Iini; waved it over kis
Wead, avd finally balanced it on his' fore-
head by one leg, excla in & hoarse
voice : Bravo, bravo, Alf A capital
posethat! Ha, ha, bal (Va shall s6on
celipse Risley & Sons! Mrave ! Kﬁwﬂ .

tle Midykins, it's gowr tars. Now for o
somersault ! Tleré goes I'

Suoiting the action to the word, he was '
about to precipitate the chair across the
room, and through « large looking-glass
which hong over the maotle-plede ; wheu

was certain destruetion, for Lthe snow full
still, & the darkness still inerensed.  Alone
and snencumbersd, he might reach Eglin-
thurpe very soon—uny, perliaps, at that
woment he might be close dpon the village,
althiongh the darkness obseured it from his
view. These chieering hopes he tried to en-
courage, as il 1o brace his nerves for the
approaching trinl, A trial it was, and a
beuvy vue, to leave hils young ones in otter
durkuess on that dreary moor ; bat it mast
be. ‘The father yielded to stern neecessity
wnd with tears of agony, tore lindsell from

Iy five wiles, and begun to look tired, to
their great delight he opened his inexhause-
ible budget of oft-repeated tales, to lighten
the tediousness of (he journey. First, le
related the ancedote of Alfred the great
and the burned eskes; then the story of
Willinm Tell; afer these came the fable of
the shepherd boy and the wolf—all of which,
thongh heard fur the twentieth time at least,
awakened in the juvenile anditors as warm
nn interest as ever; and many were the
sengible remarks and pertinent questions to
which they gave rise. Formerly, when the
children were Loo young to be amused in
this manner, the monntebank, in providing
fur u business excursion, would purchase
some comfits er pepperment lozenges, ond,
ufter walking so long, that symptoms of
weariness began to exhibit themselves in
the slnckened pace of the little pedestrians,
he would scatter the sweetmeats here and
there on the rond at short intervals, ard
the ehsldren, forgetting their fatigue, would
follow quickly to secure the lempting prize;
and when the stock of confectionary was
exhansted, they would race with as mueh
cagerness after & ball throwa by father in
their onward path, as ever was manifested
by jockey when competing for the Derby,
Latterly, tales and songs had takeu the
place of the comfits and the ball,

The sixth milestone was greeted by tho
youngsters as a friend, for it told them that
hall of their journey was accomplished;
but father appeared oneasy; he looked with
dismay ut the heavy black clouds overhead,
and at the thickening snow; it bad fullen
gently all the ufternoou, bat it now began
to assume o thraatening aspect. e stop-
ped suddenly in the most interesting por-
tion of The Thriftless Heir, which e was
relating, and felt irresolute whether to re-
turn even then, or to go forward. After a
brief pause, he chose the latter alternative,
for, as he argoed mentally, to return with-
out having any part of the rent to proffer
to Mrs. Niggs, would only provoke her to
earry into imfmediate execntion her threat
of turning all the fawily outinto the strects;
whereas, i be went off Lo the fair, his wife |
and the yourger children would at least he
certain of a roof to shefter them—and that
was something lo such inclement weather.
Setting this out of the question, his little
party was befif way to its pluce of destina-
tion, To be stfre, thé femiiiTig Imlf lny
across a barren moor, where thore were 1o
hedgerows or wulls Lo sercen the tyavelers
fromy thy weather. Wimt of that? Ho'd
earry Midgkivs; avd then he and Alfy
coukd walk fuster than they had douve pre
viously, and wounldu't feel the cold. Yor-
suant to this resolution, he took the tired
little one, nothing loth, in his afes, eltlough,
encumbered as he was by the large dram, it
wus & troublesome matter to manage this
additionnl weight. Btill he toiled on, sup-
porting Midgkios on one arm, aod leading
Alfy as quickly ouward as he could, while
thicker aud faster feft Lo suow-fhukes, and
grudually slower and more feeble became
the boy's steps; and Midgkios nestling in
his father's bosom, overpowered with the
extreme cold, fell fust asieep.

‘Come, my hoy, step out and let us get
nnder covery it's going to be a fearfel night!
Luckily, the first house we coms to in Bg-
linthorpe is the Trevelers' Rest; and a
kind-hearted body is Mrs, Dawson, that
Keeps ity she'll not refuse to lev you and
Midgkius sit by the kitchen-fire, while 1
look for Tom Whitlock, and settle matters
withhim.  Walk us last as you can—there's
a gaod boy !

This the wooutebnnk said iv anv anxions,
busky tone of voiee, for the blinding snow

prove & guide; s thick darkoess was sprend-
ing itsell all wround, :;M l.::ﬂ ualiappy wman
felt a dire forebodi evil.

‘l:deed. ful -r.’nthy replied the child,
‘I do walk ns last as ever | can; bot Iv'e

the spot, and walked away with rapid
strides. Tt was oll guess-work as 10 which
way he was going-—all hoap-hazard—it
being by this time so dark that, to wse a
common but expressive phrase, you, coulda’t
have scen your hand Lefore you.’

Il THE TRAVELENS' REST.

The door of the Travelers' Kest WIS
stands hospitably open, as is becoming in a
ropdside bonse of entertainment, On this
particolar stormy night, the snow can
drifting in fariously ; and the wind, whis-
tling nlong the wide passages of the old-
fashioned public house, disturbed the whist.
players, who were enjoying their ususl cve:
ning rubber in the bar-parlor.© Mrs, Daw-
son, from her sancium (the bar), where she
gut in attendance on her enstomers, obsery-
ed this, and called out to the servant ;

‘Bet, my lass, thon mays't shat the front
door ; we shall La' no more visitors to-ight
for certuin ; nobody would venture out iy
sich a storm ; so gut thy supper, and bed
wi' thee—thou hast to rise ealy to-morrow,
If the morniog turns out fine, we shall ha’
Iots o' fair-dry folk here by seven o'clock.

Betty went to obey her mistress's orders,
but jwwediately roshed back, screaming
with terror, and erying out : ‘A ghost, a
ghost I she took refuge in the Kkitelien,
slamming the door after her, to keep the
spiritual intruder at a respectful distance,

‘A ghost ; why, whut does the silly
wench wean ' said Mrs. Dawson, as she
put her knitting down, and eame out of the
bar to sscertain the cause of this extraor-
dinary couduet, On arriving in the pas-
sage, she might have echoed Betty's ery—
that is, if she, too, had been giveu to o be-
liel in ghosts—for there, leaning for sap-
port with one hand on each door post, stood
a figave ghastly to behold !—a man, gasp-
ing and stroggling for broath ; his eyes
bloadshot, and glaring wildly aronad ; his
hair matted and  dishevelled ; shocless ;
aud, in such a bitter night as that wearing
auly the thin garments of u street-tumbler,
und those saturated with snow. At last,
the mountebank had renched the Travelers’
Rest whose frieudly lamp had guided Lim
to the door. L 3

‘Bless me ' eried the fandindy. Here's a

wor chap that looks as if he was dying.
hc'a ong of the shpw-folk, I see. Cowme
in, good man § doo't fland there—ecome to
the fire 7 thou seemtl perishod.!

The mountelank éssayed to nceept her
hospjtable invitation ; he staggered for-
ward o fow steps [ ottered, fu o hoarse
whisper, the word ‘water,” when 8 stream
of blood pushed from his moutl, sad he
fell heavily face doewnwards,

thie doflor, Leing on' the alert, woke Joe
with a heavy kick on the shins, and, by
their united efforts, they wrested the chair
from him, aud forced him to lie down,

‘Joe,'said the doector, ‘ran across the
road ; ring the surgery-bell aslond as you
can til my young mau answers it, sud tell
blm to send me & ¢omposing-draught.’

Joe hastened on his mission, while the
doctor and Mrs. Dawson beld the patient
down, avd tried with soothing words to
calm his agitation, but in vain, He trem-
bled violently, his eyes flashed fire, and he
raved wiceasingly abont his boys—his dar-
lings ! about hunger—poverty—suow—the

workhouse—death |

Joe re-appeared with the drasght ; this
the doctor pat into & fimbler, agd ap
to the patient’s boroing lips, with, ‘Come,

drink, my man, drink ; o glass will drown
caro. wm

The mounlebank shook his Head ; bat,
on hearing the landlady in o kindly tone
add her entreaties to those of the doetor,
be said quietly : ‘Well, well, Agnes,if o
wish me to take it, I will ;/ and bhe held
out his hand for the glass, the c¢dntents of
which he denined nt once.  Tts effects wer
iustantancous ; the poor man laid his _
o the pillow aud soon slept tranquilly,

At the appointed bour, the gentleman
who had promised to relieve the watchers
assembled at the Travelers' Rost, Mrs
Dawson, however, declared that she ‘didu’t
feel fatigned—that it warn’t worth while
to go to bed, for the fair<day folk would be
meeting in an hour or two, and she wonld
rather stay up. So said the doctor too,
und Joe agreed with them.

‘Bring breaklust then, for the party, at
my expense,’ cried Hopkias, the excisemau;
*und lot it be of the best) '

The landlady bustled sbont, aronsed
Betty Lo assist her, and betwoen them they
quickly prepared a eapital brenkfast, 1o
which all present did ample jostice, As.
he meal drew towards a conclusion, the
m.mntelmuk_sl'oﬂy arose, and assoming 8
sitting posture, surveyed the room and ils
oecupants with unfeigued astonishment,

‘Well, my man, saigd the worthy doctor,
‘you've hud & fclerably long nap ; now,
take this cap of coffue, am;l,g if you hﬂ
¢at s slice of bread and bam ; it will do

yoa no barm,’ ! < 1)

The poor man miade nd answer, for he
was colupletely bewildered, Lut, mechani-
cally, lie took the enp in his hand, staring
facantly around uu'l]i} lie chanced to see the
portly form of the landlady, who was
sidug at the Lreakfopt-table, when with
the speed and force of [ightning, yesterdny’s
ineidents rashed in a crowd apoi his mem-
ory. ‘This is the Travelers Ress, t
snid he, ‘Don’t you remember me,
Dawson T You used to call me Balphty
because like Lim, 1 was ¢ mountebank,’
like him, had a pretty. wife and o Mﬂf}‘

'So it is, I declare,! ed
son ; ‘it's the father of themy fwo luvely
Loys as were here last full!

At the mention of his hoys, the sick mad’s
face becamo 'bfro'“.t'fly livid with foar,
his lips quivered as he gnsped forth ¢ ¢
chih]renq—are they safe ¥

g

The house was all astir directly ; the
rubber came 1o & sudden eclose, und the vil-
lage doctor, who was one of the curdplay-
ers, hurried out to the sick may’s assistance,
With the help of the other wembers of
the whist party, he raised the psticat upy
and bore him carefully into the bar-parior,
where he wag depositod on the sofe.  Joe
Ostlor, and Botty too, now that her fears
of ‘the ghost’ were dl'n?»:"od, liastencd to
offer their services In his behlf,

‘Blunkeis made quite hot, Betty | Warm !
water sud a sponge, Joo! A glass of
wenk port-negus, Mrs, Dawson |

Suob were the doctor’s hurvied orders ;
i complTanee with which, the persoys ad-
drossed disuppeared instauteously, and re-
turoed anou with the applisnces above
vamkd,  Every one prwnnt\audiuglhud,
the hot bluukeis were quickly spread, and
the insensible form of the mountebank’ eus
veloped therein ; his mouth andl eyes wero
therein § his mouth ey s Were
unceasingly for meny winntes, but no sigus
of returning consciousness

‘No, no,’ replied the doctor, ‘but he's in

lost wy sboes in the suow, sud I'm 60 ticed,

fiiend”

o e ng  oeh, Erodasian o

ful truth Mshed wpon every one present.—
The father had hl'r: eompo’ﬂod to leave his
darlings on the moor, exposed (o' $he fury
of that terrible tempeit, while he sought
sid in their behall The dobiof wWas the

frst to speak ; ‘We'll hope so, my

good

‘Hope? Are thoy not Aéré 7 Speak?
quick ! quick lqai:'.k{[ You ;
we, O my boys | Dead !—dead ! Wretch,
irﬂiumlun wroleh (et I was
them |' ,

Again the beoevolent doclor was
Tpﬂkﬂ,iﬂrrlé b ll: h'uluennl 1o assure s
i ther that immediate seareh
he';f:{de.-‘-\mh:hwmhlmb'r amin
n —which he certainly
u.ﬁ’i}mum wuld-h’&‘uﬁ,‘- _
romised that everything possible should

16 my deligh i, fo (ho
o S e e b L

-

s ol

immineut danger ; bo baa burst a blood | ‘“Theres Tom : wed' #
Wm«l, from’' overexertion, apparently,— _ e _ ‘1""_“; cugth,
€ll try the effect of the ugu’-lont he g v d’ him, rush
ing, he slowly pouted & small of Tt | 0ut of the room;, and opened the | "
bwm.mu& Swroat. “l : Concluded on P
!




